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Medical Board responses to COVID-19 pandemic
COVID-19 is posing unprecedented challenges to the health system and wider community in 
Australia. Meeting these needs an unwavering commitment across the health sector to shared 
goals, new levels of collaboration and flexibility. As regulators, the Medical Board of Australia 
and Ahpra must balance public safety with the need to enable governments, hospitals and 
doctors providing front-line care to sick and vulnerable patients, to do what is needed to 
respond to COVID-19. Public safety remains the primary focus of the Medical Board of Australia. 
However, a national emergency requires doctors to meet extreme challenges, which Australia’s 
regulatory approach must accommodate.

While maintaining standards to keep the public safe, the Medical Board have introduced new 
policies that will get more doctors into the health system, increase employer flexibility and cut 
red tape. The Board has agreed to the following measures for intern training (as at 20 April 
2020):

• Rotation requirements of medicine, surgery and emergency medicine are waived for 2020

• The Board will accept the following supervised clinical experience for general registration:

• Interns required to complete at least 40 weeks full-time equivalent service (a reduction of 
seven weeks to allow for isolation/sick leave etc)

• Interns can undertake clinical experience in accredited and non-accredited positions where 
clinical supervision is provided.

However….

Health services must continue to provide clinical supervision to junior doctors.

Interns should receive a meaningful educational clinical experience and teaching. Education 
may be ‘on the job’ and interns may be exposed to unique clinical experiences.

If an intern misses substantial time or breadth of experience to enable learning outcomes to be 
met, then they may need to complete more clinical experience once COVID-19 pandemic is less 

acute.

Health services must continue to ensure the safety and wellbeing of junior doctors.

More information
Check the “for JMOs” tab of the CRMEC website

Ahpra Covid-19 Updates: https://www.ahpra.gov.au/News/COVID-19.aspx

Department of Health Covid-19 resources: https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-
alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert

Corona Virus Australia app: https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/coronavirus-
australia-app
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The CRMEC always has junior doctor representative members. Dr Duncan Austin was 
appointed to the Council in 2019. We asked him to give you a quick hello!

Junior doctor representative on the CRMEC

Hello, My name is Duncan and I am the Registrar representative on the CRMEC. I was asked 
to join the Council to represent the group of doctors who have recently passed through 
Pre-Vocational Training and who provide much of the 'near-peer' supervision of our current 
JMOs. Before coming to Canberra I completed a Clinical Research Fellowship in Neurology 
at University College London, where I was heavily involved in undergraduate teaching and 
exploring innovative new ways to deliver the curriculum. I am keen now to find ways to 
expand the horizons of prevocational medical education whilst keeping the individual 
trainee-supervisor relationship at the core of training for junior doctors. I would be 
particularly interested to hear from other registrars in all specialties with feedback on how 
to make the learning experience work better for our junior colleagues - I look forward to 
hearing from you! please drop me a line at duncan.austin@act.gov.au.

ANZPMEF 2020 has been postponed
Due to the outbreak of COVID-19 and the extraordinary demands on medical 
staff combined with tight overseas travel restrictions, the Medical Council of 

New Zealand, together with the Confederation of Postgraduate Medical 
Education Councils (CPMEC), has decided to postpone this year’s ANZPMEF 

to 2021.

The Medical Council of New Zealand will host the Forum in Auckland in 2021 
and the new dates will be posted on this website once the Forum date has 

been confirmed.

During the coming weeks our conference team will be contacting delegates, 
speakers, exhibitors and sponsors to discuss the details and the logistics of 

preparing for the Forum in November 2021. Please continue to visit this 
website for more updates and contact information.



The Canberra Hospital
Due to Covid-19, the CRMEC will not be conducting a site-based accreditation visit at The Canberra 
Hospital (TCH) on 24-26 June 2020 as previously scheduled. Usually an accreditation site visit 
provides junior doctors with an opportunity to talk directly with the survey team. This opportunity 
will not be possible in June 2020. However, the CRMEC strongly encourages all current PGY1 and 
PGY2 doctors to provide us with feedback about your experiences at TCH.  The CRMEC are surveying 
junior doctors who have participated in training at The Canberra Hospital since 2017. If you are 
currently or have previously completed a training term please visit the survey site to complete a 
short survey:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CHS20
The survey will be open until 29 May 2020. 

Goulburn Base Hospital
Due to Covid-19, the CRMEC conducted the accreditation survey for Goulburn Base Hospital (GBH) 
via web-conference on 21 March 2020.  As far as we are aware, this is the first accreditation visit in 
Australia to be conducted via web conference! The outcome of this visit will be available on the 
CRMEC website in late June 2020.

Ongoing monitoring
The CRMEC monitors the status of accredited facilities with annual reports and regular updates. 
Ongoing monitoring is currently focused on reviewing the response of facilities to Covid-19 to 
ensure the safety and wellbeing of junior doctors and their patients.
If you have a training issue and need advice, don’t hesitate to call or email!

Accreditation Update

The CRMEC hopes to run Teaching for Clinicians for junior doctors and supervisors in late 2020.
Completion of the two formal sessions and assessment work plus assessment tasks enables
application as an Associate Fellow of the Higher Education Academy (AFHEA). More details about the
Fellowship scheme are available on the CRMEC website.

Teaching for Clinicians is also available for doctors with an interest in education who do not wish to
pursue HEA Fellowship. Any junior doctor involved in teaching medical students is welcome to
register to complete this inspiring course on teaching skills.

Currently we are taking registrations for October 2020 courses.

Registration
Supervisors: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TFCsup2020
JMOs: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TFCjmo2020

CRMEC Education Program 2020

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CHS20
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TFCsup2020
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TFCjmo2020


Thank you junior doctors!
As of early March 2020, the Canberra Health Services JMO teaching program 
moved completely online in response to the COVID crisis.
This transition has gone very smoothly, and I would like to thank all of the 
JMOs who have made this move so effective and painless for all involved.
The attendance numbers at teaching have been amazing, and multiple sites 
across the network are regularly attending the three weekly teaching 
sessions.
Moving to online teaching has also facilitated the recording and archiving of 
all JMO teaching and there is a rapidly expanding portfolio of educational 
material available as a result of this.
It is anticipated that we will move forward with a hybrid model in future 
where both online and in-person attendance is possible.
Again, we couldn’t have done this without the engagement and positivity of 
the JMOs in a very challenging time, so thanks again to you all!

Dr Luke Streitberg,
Deputy DPET, Canberra Health Services

JMO teaching during Covid-19

Congratulations to the newly appointment 
members of CRMEC committees 

Thank you to everyone who recently applied for our committee vacancies. 
There was a very high standard of applications. The Council would like to 
congratulate the following doctors in training who have been appointed 
to CRMEC sub-committees:
Dr Marrwah Ahmadzai – Education Committee
Dr Winnie Chuck – Education Committee
Dr George Zhang – Accreditation Committee

General Surgeons education sessions
For any interested doctors to joining General Surgeons 
education sessions. They could email 
krishanth.naidu@act.gov.au to be added to our mailing 
list. 

mailto:krishanth.naidu@act.gov.au


Upcoming Meeting Dates 

Canberra Region Medical Education Council (CRMEC)
Building 6, Level 2 Canberra Hospital Campus, Woden ACT 

Manager
A/Prof Emily Haesler

Phone:  (02)6205 9852 
CRMEC.manager@act.gov.au 

CRMEC P/A and Teaching for 
Clinicians administrator 

Jessica Jones
Phone:  (02) 5124 8707

CRMEC.manager@act.gov.au

Website Address:
CRMEC.health.act.gov.au

Got feedback?
Email: CRMEC.manager@act.gov.au

CRMEC Council

A/Prof Katrina Anderson Chair
Dr Diana Tracy Deputy  Chair

Prof Amanda Barnard
Dr Eilidh Gilritchie

Professor Nicholas Glasgow
Dr Rob Griffin 

Dr Mechelle Smith
Dr Fiona Tito Wheatland

Dr Duncan Austin
Dr Zaheer Jayoon

Anika Tungusova (ex-officio)

Accreditation Committee

Dr Robert Griffin Chair
Jenny Berrill

Dr Ava Carter
Dr Jamie Christie

Dr Nick Holt
Dr Cameron Maxwell

Dr Farah Sethna
Dr Mechelle Smith
Dr George Zhang

Education Committee 

Dr Marie Mansfield Chair
A/Prof Katrina Anderson

Prof Amanda Barnard
20Dr Fabio Longordo

Dr Darryl McGill
Dr Luke Streitberg

Dr Nick Taylor
Dr Joanna Davidson

Dr Madeline Howard
Dr Phillip Chia

Dr Winnie Chuck
Dr Marrwah Ahmadzai

Education Committee

Wednesday 14th July 2020

Wednesday 15th September 2020

Wednesday 17th November 2020

CRMEC Council

Wednesday 20th May 2020

Wednesday 29th July 2020

Wednesday 30th September 2020

Wednesday 2nd December 2020

Accreditation Committee

Tuesday 23rd June 2020

Tuesday 1st September 2020

Tuesday 10th November 2020
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